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Super 61, was shot down in the vicinity of
the Bakkarra market. The pilot and co-pilot
were killed on impact and trapped in the
twisted wreckage. Two other crew members
survived the crash along with three of the
Delta Force operators, all of which were in-
jured. Every man from the task force was di-
rected to leave their targets and to get to
the crash site and to recover the bodies of
the dead crewmembers and protect the sur-
vivors until they could be evacuated. Some
of the injured survivors were evacuated fair-
ly quickly by the quick reactions of coura-
geous helicopter pilots who saw the situation
and reacted instantly. After a very tough
block-by-block street fight, the task force fi-
nally assembled around the crash, only to
discover that the bodies of their comrades
were hopelessly entangled in the wreckage
and would be nearly impossible to remove
without tools, which the task force did not
have. What came next was hours of fighting
between ninety-nine Americans and tens of
thousands of the Somali militia, all armed
with rifles, grenades, and rocket propelled
grenades (RPG) and determined to Kkill as
many Americans as possible. The battle was
now a matter of principle. No American
would be left behind. It made no difference
that the two pilots were already dead, their
bodies would be brought out and returned
home with dignity. No man was willing to
leave his comrade’s body because each man
lived by an ethos known as the ‘‘Ranger
Creed”’, which says in the fifth stanza ‘I will
never leave a fallen comrade to fall into the
hands of the enemy . . .”” So the die was cast
and it quickly became obvious to all the
Americans in Mogadishu that until the nec-
essary tools arrived that would allow the
task force to rip the helicopter apart, the
battle would continue; and it did, for eight-
een hours. Additional casualties were taken
by the task force as they stayed and de-
fended the bodies of Cliff Walcott and Dono-
van Briley. It was not until just before day-
light on October 4th that a relief force car-
rying the necessary equipment was able to
reach the surrounded Americans and extract
the two bodies. At that point, the entire
force fought their way out of the city and
back to their base on the airfield in
Mogadishu.

While the cost was high, every man knew
that he had done what was expected of him
and had no regrets. Fighting and sacrificing
for a fellow warrior is fundamental to the
warrior ethos. These men battled against in-
credible odds to defend fallen comrades and
did so without hesitation or reservation.
Honor was preserved but at a price. Given
the same dilemma again, it is a sure bet that
every man would do the same thing. That is
one of the things that makes a man a war-
rior and America is blessed to have people
that know that there are some values for
which they will risk everything, including
their lives.

———

HONORING JAY DOUGLAS WEEKS
OF LEBANON TOWNSHIP, NEW
JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of the Honorable Jay Douglas
Weeks of Lebanon Township, New Jersey.
Jay leaves a long legacy of courage, honor
and distinguished public service.

Jay started his life of service by volunteering
for the Marines. He was taught to fly and ex-
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celled in combat maneuvering and navigation.
He mastered fighter jets and bravely served
on many important missions. In his profes-
sional life, Jay crafted his love of the skies as
a pilot for United Airlines.

Jay continued his dedicated public service
on the Lebanon Township Committee. There
he had a long and accomplished tenure, in-
cluding serving many terms as Mayor. He also
volunteered his time with organizations such
as the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Amer-
ican Legion, the Elks and the Free Masons.
He was also a lifelong sportsman and out-
doorsman. Jay was a wonderful husband to
Matilda and a beloved father, grandfather and
great grandfather. Jay’s devotion to others and
his love of life will be sorely missed.

HONORING MS. CANDICE DAVIS

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Ms. Candice Davis of Jackson,
Missouri for her outstanding achievements and
service to our nation. Ms. Davis served in the
United States Navy for nine years as a jour-
nalist and public affairs officer. Stationed
abroad in Sicily, Bosnia, and Kosovo, she was
a news anchor, radio host, and television trav-
el show host. She then spent time in Jackson-
ville, Florida before reaching her final duty sta-
tion in Denver, Colorado at the Navy Recruit-
ing District. In this position, Ms. Davis excelled
in marketing the Navy to the region and ex-
panding recruitment efforts. She spearheaded
efforts to get recruiters more involved in char-
ity and community work.

After being honorably discharged from the
Navy, Ms. Davis completed her education at
Southeast Missouri State University, grad-
uating Magna Cum Laude. She now works as
a media specialist with the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation, encouraging the com-
munity to discover the power of nature. She
believes that those who participate in outdoor
recreation experience less stress and are
more confident and that individuals can truly
go on to be anything they want to be. This is
the message Ms. Davis imparts to interns in
her office, in addition to sharing her military
stories. | thank Ms. Davis for her service to
our nation and | am impressed by her contin-
ued work to better our community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF ASSUMPTION
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Assumption Catholic School on
its 50th Anniversary. Since 1963, Assumption
Catholic School has been providing out-
standing Catholic education to Perth Amboy
and the surrounding communities.

The Ukrainian Catholic Church of the
Blessed Virgin Mary began plans to establish
a parochial school after encouragement by
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then Archbishop Metropolitan Constantine
Bohachevsky. Construction began in 1960 and
the school was opened in 1963. In 2007, its
name was changed from Ukrainian Assump-
tion School to Assumption Catholic School.

Since its establishment, Assumption Catho-
lic School has grown considerably. Its first
class in 1963 consisted of 25 first and second
grade students. Each successive vyear, a
grade level was added to the school and by
1969 the school encompassed kindergarten
through eighth grade. A pre-kindergarten pro-
gram was added in 2002. Nearly 800 students
in 44 classes have graduated from Assump-
tion Catholic School since 1970.

Assumption Catholic School has been led
by four principals since 1963—Sister Josepha,
Sister Vladimyra, Melanie Lawrence and Mi-
chael Szpyhulsky. Sister Josepha and Mrs.
Lawrence also taught at the school. Under the
leadership of each of these principals, As-
sumption Catholic School saw continued
growth, expansion and technological up-
grades. In addition to the dedicated leader-
ship, faculty and staff of the school, Assump-
tion Catholic School is also supported by the
Ukrainian Assumption parish and the students’
parents who are very active in school activities
and benefits.

In 1996, Assumption Catholic School be-
came the first Catholic school in Perth Amboy
to receive Middle States Accreditation.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Assump-
tion Catholic School. Its educational excel-
lence is truly deserving of this body’s recogni-
tion.

———

CONGRATULATING THE KAYNE
ANDERSON CAPITAL ADVISORS
FOUNDATION

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 23, 2013

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, | rise in recognition of the Kayne Ander-
son Capital Advisors Foundation, who will be
honored with the Gold Coast Veterans Foun-
dation’s General Roger L. Brautigan Leader-
ship Award for their unparalleled commitment
to the needs of veterans in Ventura County.

Founded in 2011, Kayne Anderson Capital
Advisors Foundation supports numerous orga-
nizations that aim to empower and enrich the
lives of individuals and community. The Foun-
dation’s model of generosity and compassion
reflects a new culture of giving that encour-
ages their employees to increase their indi-
vidual contributions and participation in chari-
table activities.

Through the support of the Kayne Anderson
Capital Advisors Foundation, the Gold Coast
Veterans Foundation can continue to provide
essential services and funding to countless
projects including housing coalitions, courts,
memorials and activities that all serve the
same mission to better the lives of all veterans
and their families in California’s central coast.

No one embodies the spirit of this gen-
erosity more than Gary Ghazarian, partner at
Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors. As a Board
Member of the Gold Coast Veterans Founda-
tion, Gary has personified the true meaning of
philanthropy and has been a stellar example
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